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of the word!

Now we are Eight...
Sunday 10th until Saturday 16th June 2018
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The professional choice for ALL your Hotel
Event · Travel and Conference bookings

Seven

Berkeley Business Park

Wainwright Road

Worcester · WR4 9FA

T: 01905 61 00 16

E: bookings@arrangemygroup.com

www.arrangemygroup.com

We are proud as ever to support our good
friends at The Worcestershire LitFest & Fringe
and wish them all the very best in promoting
Worcestershire so well during this, their eighth
Worcs LitFest & Fringe Festival

Our sincere thanks and gratitude
to The Worcestershire County
Arts Office and WAP

Tel: 01527 892 396

ME A D O W  M A K E R
(Bespoke designers of Worcestershire meadows)

“Do not disturb, tiny grass is dreaming”

Year after year the Worcestershire LitFest &
Fringe team tries to pull out all the stops for

a week of literary delights. Committee
members and directors alike donate their
time for free out of a genuine love for this
project and we would like to take a moment
now to thank the people who support us
and our events, due to sharing this love of

literature with us too.
The festival would not be what it is without
the support of our audience members and
our attendees, or without the help, support,
and of course the funds provided to us from
our sponsors and the various companies who
donate to our fabulous BIG FAT RAFFLE

every year as well.
From the bottom of our collective heart, the
Worcestershire LitFest & Fringe team would
like to thank everyone who has supported us
to date. What we do simply wouldn’t be
worth it without you, so thank you all - 
and we look forward to seeing you all

during the festival!
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Reflections upon being 
The Worcestershire Poet Laureate
By Nina Lewis · Worcestershire Poet Laureate 2017/18
Being Worcestershire Poet Laureate has been a privilege. I have had an
amazing year being an Ambassador for poetry. I set up the first designated
WPL website, you can read the whole adventure here
www.worcestershirepoetlaureateninalewis.wordpress.com. I wanted to
discover poets who were writing but not publicly. I am proud many
initiatives have encouraged these poets and people who are new to writing
poetry, I even saved a few on the brink of giving up!
The work of previous Laureates has covered a lot of ground so I decided to
charter International waters. My Legacy Project 'A Tale of Two Cities' took
over 6 months of careful planning before 47 poets participated in a poetry
exchange. Call & Response poems between Worcester UK and Worcester
MA, USA. Plans are under-way for the next stages in 2018/19. 
Twin Town, my European project saw 9 poets from either side of the channel share work on the towns of Voiron 
& Droitwich Spa. 
In addition to editing 4 Contour Poetry Magazines: Place Issue, Love Issue, Special Edition ATOTC and a final
issue to mark the end of this phenomenal year, I marked several occasions with anthologies on the website
including: World Refugee Day, National Poetry Day, World Mental Health Day, Halloween Poems, Remembrance
Poetry, Suffragettes, International Women's Day (featuring former Worcestershire Poet Laureates), Science poetry
in Memory of Stephen Hawking and the Twin Town Project. 
Throughout the year I have been involved in work with schools, charities and community groups. I was a Guest
Speaker for Worcester Uni Creative Writing Society, Worcester U3A and Second Friday Stories. I was Poet in
Residence at a local Library, facilitated workshops with Year 8 and an inter-school workshop at Bromsgrove School
with Gifted & Talented pupils in KS3. I provided several workshops for The Basement Project in Bromsgrove, a
charity supporting Young Homeless people, my work with them continues for the rest of this year. 
I received commissions for Credo, a collaborative arts project with Liz Johnson and Dora Williams, an Elgar Fund-
raiser with Peter Sutton, displayed work alongside the Artwork of Stephen Evans at two exhibitions, wrote some
RNLI poetry and appeared regularly on BBC Hereford & Worcester discussing poetry and promoting local events.
I organised a Poetry Picnic & Performance for Salt King 200 at the Château Impney, a workshop on the Sculpture
Trail at the Jinney Ring, a Spring Exhibition and a reading at the church in Hanbury, poetry for the Salt Festival,
an ekphrastic poetry project with DAN at Hanbury Hall, a Halloween Workshop at St. John's Library and a
suffragettes workshop using the exhibition at The Hive. I marked Christmas and St. George's Day (featuring the
Nation's Poet Laureates) with poetry.
My main event was World Poetry Day and that was a party extravaganza featuring 5 Poet Laureates including
Rachel Evans Young Poet Laureate. In 2017/18 I organised poetry events for Artsfest, was a Reader in Residence
for WMRN, gained a place in the 2017/18 cohort for Room 204 writing mentor programme with WWM &
performed in Worcestershire LitFest, Lakefest, Birmingham Literature Festival, Worcester Festival, Free Verse Book
Fair London, Swindon Poetry Festival, Wolverhampton Literature Festival and Cheltenham Poetry Festival.

I have thoroughly enjoyed myself and hope to hold the record of youngest Poet Laureate for a while.
As I hang up the crown I never had time to wear and wish the best of luck to the next Laureate of our
county, I am preparing for my first International appearance as a Guest Poet in Western Australia's
Poetry Festival in Perth and I might now have time to write a book, or two.
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Festival ‘partner venue’ events

Stories from the Shires
Tudor House Museum
Friar Street · Worcester WR1 2NA
Fri 15th June 19:00 · Tickets: £7

Middle England has a hidden landscape of myths and legend of giants,
witches, faeries and other strange mythical things but of these ancient stories,
what do they tell us of our past? Dreaming tales that were born in the
wilderness and in wild places of the Midshires that complement those
traditional stories that underlie the industrial heartland of this rich and 
diverse region.
Strange stories will be shared, of human and supernatural tussle over the
boundaries, a pompous man deflated, of drowned brides and lots more. 
So why not come along and let storytellers Cath Edwards and Sharon Carr
entertain you to an evening of magical and mythical stories from Middle
England. Free entry to the museum. 

Open Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays.
For further information visit: www.tudorhouse.org.uk

WORCESTER REPERTORY COMPANY PRESENTS:

The Hound of the Baskervilles
Written and directed by Chris Jaeger, 
based loosely on an idea by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

The Commandery Gardens · Worcester
Tuesday 10th - Sunday 22nd July 
(Excluding Monday 16th)
7.30pm Tuesday - Saturday · 3pm Sundays
Tickets: £16.50
Sunday performances: £13.50
U16’s: £8 · Flexi Tickets: £18.50 
can be used for any performance 
(only available through the Box Office)
Arguably Conan Doyle’s most famous mystery, The Hound of 
the Baskervilles is this year given the Worcester Rep treatment. 
Why is Mrs Hudson in the play when she wasn’t in the original? 
Why is Sherlock Holmes convinced that the Hound of the 
Baskervilles has a beard? Why is Dr Watson so unbelievably stupid? 
Why do we let people from Droitwich buy tickets? 
Why can’t we afford Benedict Cabbagepatch? 
Why is it raining? Why have we asked people to come dressed up as dogs? 
Why are we here? You will get no answers at all to these and many other questions posed on the night!
The Hound of the Baskervilles is going to be the Worcestershire outdoor family event of the year. 
Be there... or be square. You know you want to!
Ben Humphrey as Sherlock Holmes
John-Robert Partridge as Dr Watson
Liz Grand as Mrs Hudson
Murray Andrews as Sir Henry Baskerville

Tickets available from Worcester Live 
Box Office (call 01905 611 427). 
Or visit: www.worcesterlive.co.uk
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SUNDAY 10th June

The Launch of the Festival and the arrival of a NEW Worcestershire Poet
Laureate! At The Angel Centre, Angel Place, Worcester WR1 3QN   
Doors open at 14.30
Join us for this afternoon of literary delight where we will officially mark the beginning of the 2018
festival. Hosted by Worcestershire LitFest and Fringe Director, Dr Charley Barnes, the afternoon will
be a mix of exciting competitions announcements and (drum roll, please) the crowning of the
latest Worcestershire Poet Laureate. 
You can watch the WPL finalists go head-to-head in a round of live performances judged by our
expert panel made up of our current Worcestershire Poet Laureate, Nina Lewis, a former LitFest 
and Fringe Director, Polly Stretton, and one or two other possibly familiar faces...
Tickets for the event are available from Worcester Box Office or you can go straight to our online
payment methods. 
Tickets for this event are £6 which allows you entry to the event and a drink on arrival, then we
shall run a drinks for donations bar for the rest of the event.
Tickets available from Worcester Live Box Office and can be purchased online by visiting:
www.worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2018

Theo Theobald
The Worcestershire Poet 
Laureate 2011/12

Maggie Doyle
The Worcestershire Poet 
Laureate 2012/13

Tim Cranmore
The Worcestershire Poet 
Laureate 2013/14

Fergus McGonigal
The Worcestershire Poet 
Laureate 2014/15

Heather Wastie
The Worcestershire Poet 
Laureate 2015/16

Suz Winspear
The Worcestershire Poet 
Laureate 2016/17

Nina Lewis
The Worcestershire Poet 
Laureate 2017/18

It could be YOU!
The Worcestershire Poet 
Laureate 2018/19

The Young Writers’ competition is kindly sponsored by Titania.com 
and organised in partnership with The Rotary Club of Worcester Severn.

8?
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MONDAY 11th June
Worcester Writers’ Circle and Friends Present:
Short stories, sketches and scurrilious scribings
(Part ll)!
St Swithun’s Institute Hall
21 Sansome Street · Worcester WR1 1UH
Monday 11 June · 19:00 for a 19:30 start

After the wild success of this event in our 2017 festival we
have asked members of Worcester Writers’ Circle to regale us
with a second round of tales - and they have humbly agreed! 
Since being founded in 1941 The Worcester Writers’ Circle has run uninterrupted to
date, providing a home for some of the county’s finest literary talent. The circle meets on
a twice-monthly basis to share and critique their various works-in-progress, and they
welcome membership from new and developing writers to established and well-known
names, too. If you want a good taste of what Worcester Writers’ Circle has to offer - and
perhaps even look into joining - then do please pop along to this event for an evening of
laughter, entertainment, and enlightenment (of sorts). 

Tickets available from Worcester Live Box Office and can be purchased online by visiting: 
www.worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2018

Buy tickets via the Worcester Live Box Office on 01905 611427 
or use the PayPal facility on the LitFest website:

please be sure to bring your payment receipt along on the day, it’s your entry ticket!
This programme of events is correct at time of going to press. Events as listed are confirmed but may be liable to

change or cancellation, please keep up to date by visiting our website:
www.worcslitfest.co.uk

A FIVER WILL GET YOU IN!
EVERY TICKET JUST £5 FOR EACH EVENT*
AND CHILDREN GO FREE!**
When you pay via PayPal your receipt is your ticket - please bring a copy 
along to the event. 
Alternatively, you may purchase tickets from Worcester Live Box Office, 
Huntingdon Hall, CrownGate, Worcester WR1 3LD Tel: 01905 611427. 

*Unless otherwise stated at a festival event.  ** Except for workshop events.
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TUESDAY 12th June

Sutcliffe & Co Insurance Brokers
Commercial · Professional & Personal Insurance

Proud supporters of The Worcs LitFest & Fringe

01905 21681

enquiries@sutcliffeinsurance.co.uk

www.sutcliffeinsurance.co.uk

2 Foundry Street · Worcester WR1 2BJ

‘A Night At The Museum IV’
Featuring the Museum’s Poet-in-Residence SUZ WINSPEAR and friends, 
including the former Worcestershire Young Poet Laureate Chloe Clarke; 
AND The NEW Worcestershire Poet Laureate 2018!
The Museum of Royal Worcester · Severn Street
Worcester WR1 2ND · Refreshments available
Tuesday 12 June · 19:00 for a 19:30 start
A spoken word event with local authors and poets including the Museum’s
Poet-in-Residence and, Worcestershire Poet Laureate 2016/17, Suz Winspear...
Poetry, Prose and Porcelain, it doesn’t get better than this!

A chance to have a private view of the newly-refurbished galleries of the Museum of Royal

Worcester and to enjoy an evening of poetry. A plethora of poets, including Worcestershire

Poets Laureate and Young Poets Laureate past and present, will be performing their work, and

Suz will showcase her new poetry inspired by a year’s work in the museum’s archives,

discovering its remarkable collection of rare nineteenth century Japanese books, illustrations

and photographs. 

Chloe Clarke is a spoken word poet and was the Worcestershire Young Poet Laureate during

2014/15 and she was shortlisted in the 13 in 13 campaign, we welcome her back warmly after

a lovely and assured performance last year.

Suz Winspear

Chloe Clarke

Royal Worcester’ and the c51 crown device are registered by and used under kind permission from
Portmeirion Group UK Ltd to whom all rights are reserved.
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WEDNESDAY 13th June

Buy tickets via the Worcester Live Box Office on 01905 611427 
or use the PayPal facility on the LitFest website:

please be sure to bring your payment receipt along on the day, it’s your entry ticket!
This programme of events is correct at time of going to press. Events as listed are confirmed but may be liable 

to change or cancellation, please keep up to date by visiting our website:
www.worcslitfest.co.uk

The 42 Festival Special!
Drummonds Bar · The Swan With Two Nicks 
28 New Street · Worcester WR1 2DP
Wednesday 13 June · 19:00 for a 19:30 start

The 42 Festival Special might well see writers and poets performing
their work on historically gothic, dark and sci-fi inspired themes, or
maybe not, come along and find out...

Tickets available from Worcester Live Box Office and can be purchased
online by visiting: www.worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2018

The one definite thing we can say is that the
mighty duo who are The Antipoet, (Paul Eccentric
and Ian Newman), will be our featured performers
again on the evening!
Enormously successful over the past seven years,
they now run their own nights in both London
and the Home Counties. They have tirelessly
toured the poetry, comedy and music circuits, and
have appeared at countless festivals including,
Glastonbury, Edinburgh, Brighton, Ledbury, and
many others. They have also performed at
magazine launches, Christmas light switch-ons,
street parties, several libraries and schools, 
a shop window, the back of a lorry, on various
boats, in the minstrel gallery of the Liverpool Town
Hall and at Silverstone for the Grand Prix. If you
fancy being part of the crazy, come and join us at
the 42 Festival Special for a little madness and a
lot of exuberance. A beat poetry duo that cover all
subjects, taboo or otherwise, from thought
provoking, through satirical, political and laugh
out loud funny. 
Disappointment guaranteed!!
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THURSDAY 14th June

The Swan at Whittington is proud to support the award
winning Worcestershire LitFest in its seventh year and we offer 
our best wishes for a successful programme of events in 2017.

Old Road ·Whittington ·Worcester WR5 2RL
T: 01905 769 848 · E: info@swanatwhittington.com
www.swanatwhittington.com
A pub with food!

The SpeakEasy Festival Special!

Location to be confirmed - 
But we hope it WILL be at ‘A’ Café Bliss venue!
Thursday 14 June · 19:00 for a 19:30 start · Tickets £5
SpeakEasy is the Worcestershire LitFest and Fringe’s monthly spoken word and poetry event.
On the second Thursday of every month Worcester LitFest and friends meet and share their words in a safe and supportive

environment, providing a home for poetry, prose and anything that fits somewhere in between. 

For this festival special we are bringing a musical element to the blessed event with the wondrous DUB THIEVES taking to our

stage for the very first time, which we are tremendously excited about. Here’s the skinny on them:

They were formed by Phil Linnell and Rachel Poloni originally of

the Allstars Dub Band. Phil’s background sound mixing live bands

and the influence of Lee Perry and Adrian Sherwood gives the band

their vintage reggae and ska sound. Phil is the bands guitarist and

lead vocalist and a live set incorporates his live mixing techniques.

Rachel on keyboards, features hammond sound as well as melodica

and backing vocals. The use of vintage british valve amplifiers for

both guitar and keys adds to the bands distinctive sound.

Phil has played in many different bands and genres and after

moving to Malvern in 2003 started playing reggae with a local

bass player Steve Price. Rachel joined on keys shortly after followed by Sax player Aytch and later Martin Parry of Fine Young

Cannibals on drums replaced original drummer Jake Poloni. After the Allstars disbanded a few years ago several lineups evolved

under the name of Dub Thieves for the occasional gig, however the band now regularly incorporate Craig Davies on drums, Muff

Evans on bass and Nikki Innes backing vocals

.

We hope that many of you can share in this festival special and, if you’re feeling particularly creative, then perhaps you can even

share a few of your own words with us as well.

Open mic slots of three and six minutes are available to pre-book by contacting Festival Director and SpeakEasy host 

Charley Barnes (charley@worcslitfest.co.uk) but do get your queries in quick as slots for this one are likely to fill up fast.

Tickets available on the door on the evening or from the Worcester Live Box Office and can be purchased online by visiting: 

www.worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2018
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FRIDAY 15th June

Would YOU like an ad, logo, brochure, magazine, website, corporate
identity or book created by the overworked but under employed 
scribbler who does all the colouring-in for the mighty LitFest?
Design, artwork and printing all at popular prices, (well I like them!).
If so then please feel free to call, email, talk, send a carrier pigeon etc, 
(See, all manner of cutting edge communications catered for)...
T: 07833 391 347 · E: martindriscoll@yahoo.com

Supported by

The Great LitFest QUIZ & PIZZA Night IN!
Titania · Security House · Barbourne Road · Worcester WR1 1RU
Friday 15 June · 18.30 for a 19:00 start and ends at approx 21.30
Tickets: £10 per person (price includes refreshments)
Back again by popular demand, the Worcestershire LitFest & Fringe
presents a mind bending general knowledge quiz with a literary edge!
This laid back event includes pizza and refreshments in the £10 ticket price and
is one not to be missed. Always popular this event, please book early...
Questions on current affairs, sport, music, TV & Film (and of course literature)
means that this quiz has something for everyone, perfect for those in-quiz-ative
folks keen to share pointless trivia!
Maximum team sizes of 4-5 and feel free to bring your own refreshments. 
Free parking is available on site.

Tickets available from Worcester Live Box Office and can be purchased 

online by visiting: www.worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2018

Event sponsors and hosts:
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LitFest ‘Double Whammy Slammy’ AND the end of Fest party
PLUS The BIG FAT RAFFLE Draw!
Drummonds Bar · The Swan With Two Nicks 
28 New Street · Worcester WR1 2DP
Saturday 16 June
12.00 midday start
Come, watch and vote for flash fiction aficionados who will perform their short, short stories. Last year’s champeen 
Roz Levens may well be competing again alongside the previous winners! You could be the next Worcestershire Flash
Fiction Slam Champion. To take part in the flash fiction slam write your flash fiction (a short, short story, up to 300 words), 
or rather, write three, one for each round should you get through, and turn up on the night to read. 
The audience will be your judge!
And then... The Grand Finale! Come, watch and vote for competing poets in the final event of the 2018. 
The legendary Poetry Slam Championship. Participants will vie for the chance to become the seventh Worcestershire Poetry
Slam Champion. Previous champions have been: Fergus McGonigal, James Dolton, Alison Absolute, 
Brenda Read-Brown, Peter Wyton, Charley Barnes and, last year, Mark Kilburn... To take part 
just be there on the night with three poems that take no longer to read than two minutes per poem.

Tickets available from Worcester Live Box Office and can be purchased 
online by visiting: www.worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2018

This is the end ofFestival Party,so let’scelebrate!

SATURDAY 16th June

Meet the mighty (fine) LitFest committed committee...
Martin Driscoll
Director/Treasurer
A self unemployed graphic
designer and chief colouring-in
man for the LitFest & Fringe and
several diverse local charitable
organisations. Often seen at the back of events
(thankfully), he says he is the swan’s legs of LitFest,
though nothing like as shapely!

Ruth Allsop
Director/Committee chair
Ruth has been involved with the
Festival since it’s inception. She
previously helped to co-ordinate
the Huddersfield Literary Festival 
and has a 1st Class Honours Degree in English
Literature and Creative Writing. Ruth spends her
spare time (!) going to literary and music festivals
and events all around the country.

Dr Charley Barnes
Director/Secretary
Charley Barnes is a Director and
Secretary of Worcestershire LitFest
and Fringe. She published her
debut short story collection, The Women You
Were Warned About, with Black Pear Press in
May 2017, and her debut poetry pamphlet is
forthcoming later this year. Charley enjoys poetry,
tea, and biscuits (all at once ideally!). 

Dr Mark Robbins
Ex Officio Director
A previous chair of LitFest.
When not an art student or
restoring meadows in the
county, Mark reads avidly and is
especially fond of Japanese detective stories such as
those by Soji Shimada. A poor poet (he says), do not
allow him to recite any of his material within hearing
distance of those with a sensitive temperament.

Jennifer Bogan
Committee member/
Vice Treasurer
Jenny is a long standing LitFest
volunteer. She tirelessly
promotes the annual Big Fat Raffle where
goodies and events are generously donated by local
businesses.

Daniel Burton
Committee member
A self-employed copy editor
and writer, Dan loves nothing
more than helping other budding wordsmiths to
share their stories. He graduated from Coventry

University with a First in Journalism & Media in
2015, and has been an editor ever since. When he's
not writing, Dan loves running around a badminton
court and learning about spirituality, both of which
have featured in his poetry.

Alan Durham
Committee member
The youngest and oldest
members of the Durham clan
having a literary moment’ as
‘Big Al’ reads to his grandson.
Al is keen on promoting literature within the
community. He is the chair of The Worcester
Writers’ Circle and would enjoy a sit down.

Tim Stavert
Committee member
Tim is ABSOLUTELY our rock,
always making himself
available to help man the
door, rattle the raffle bucket, heave benches,
chairs and tables, AND ever ready to perform his
lovely wistful, funny and insightful work, our
always stalwart Stavert!

Suz Winspear
Committee member
Suz Winspear was The
Worcestershire Poet Laureate
2016-17, and is Poet-in-
Residence at the Museum of Royal Worcester. 
Her poetry collection, The Awkward People
was published by Black Pear Press in December
2017, and she is well-known as a stand out
performer on the local spoken word scene.

We also warmly welcome these fine new additions to the committee team:
Jenny Richards and Tom Edwards
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Thanks go as ever to our wonderful patrons, sponsors, advertisers, venues and good friends of the LitFest & Fringe

Councillor Matthew Jenkins
And to all our Big Fat Raffle

donors of course... 
THANK YOU ALL!

A Festival Partner Event
The Ring - Weorgoran Pavilion, 15th - 24th June
Award winning art, architecture and design studio NEON has created an amazing
stage, especially for Worcester. It’s part of The Ring, a Canal & River Trust ‘Arts on 
the Waterways’ project celebrating a 21-mile circle of natural and historic
waterways in Worcestershire. The Weorgoran Pavilion takes its inspiration, and its
name, from the Saxon origins of the name Worcester and its translation, “The
people of the winding river.” The Weorgoran Pavilion reflects the light of its riverine
surroundings in combination with a site specific soundscape, by acclaimed Ledbury
born beatboxer Dave Crowe, playing at selected times; Dave will also kick off the
programme in funk-style with his band Stranger Faces.
We are also delighted to welcome The LitFest & Fringe to our Weorgoran Pavilion festival, 10 days of art,

food, drink, music, workshops and poetry, which takes place from 15th - 24th
June. The pavilion will host a fabulous feast of entertainment with premier acts
Hotsteppas, Clik Clik Collective, Holly Holden, Snazz Back, Matuki and The Brass
Funkeys entertaining the crowds in the evenings; all for free. 
During the day there’s everything from storytelling with Cat Weatherill
to Drum Love workshops and RSVP Bhangra, with displays and workshops galore 
from local talents including the brilliant Dancefest.

For the full programme please visit:
theringart.org.uk
And follow us at: @theringworcs 

 
            

   
  |

         





A FREE POST FESTIVAL Event!
Why not join us for a post Festival summer’s
afternoon Midsummer Poetry & Prose Picnic?
Fancy sitting down eating and drinking in Cripplegate Park at 14.00?
Sunday 24th June · A fabulous FREE ‘Fringe’ event!

If you’d like to read a 3-5 minute poem or piece of prose - your own or 
a favourite piece by someone else - please contact Martin Driscoll at:  
md@worcslitfest.co.uk
Otherwise just turn up at 2.00pm for a fun, FREE festive mix of  
fine food, fine wine (and beer, soft stuff etc natch’) and fine words.

And just look at WHAT ELSE WE DO!
Working with our good friends the publishing house Black Pear Press
we organise the Flash Fiction and Young Writers competitions, judge
ALL the entries and invite the winners to read their work at both the
lfestival opening events AND at the launch parties for the published
anthologies - YOU could be one of those published authors!!
Contact us to find out more: secretary@worcslitfest.co.uk


