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The professional choice for ALL your Hotel
Event · Travel and Conference bookings

Seven

Berkeley Business Park

Wainwright Road

Worcester · WR4 9FA

T: 01905 61 00 16

E: bookings@arrangemygroup.com

www.arrangemygroup.com

We are proud as ever to support our good
friends at The Worcestershire Literary Festival
and wish them all the very best in promoting
Worcestershire so well during this, their seventh
Worcs LitFest & Fringe Festival

Our sincere thanks and gratitude
go again to The Worcestershire
County Arts Office and WAP

info@edgiockconsulting.co.uk

ME A D O W  M A K E R
(Bespoke designers of Worcestershire meadows)

“Do not disturb, tiny grass is dreaming”
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Welcome to our sensational SEVENTH Worcestershire Literary Festival!
As ever, we feel there’s something for EVERYONE yet again at this year’s festival. There’s a mixture of
poetry and spoken word, another, ever popular quiz night, workshops, readings and much more. Enjoy yet
another Night at the Worcester Porcelain Museum and lovely weekend afternoon’s at the St John’s library
among just SOME of the events in the programme. We’re delighted to offer theatre pieces and curated
poetry and spoken word at the iconic Hive, we have those ranting steampunks The Antipoet back, this time
as part of 42, our sci fi, gothic themed night, humorous offerings from the Worcester Writers’ Circle and
friends, our ‘Festival Special’ version of SpeakEasy at our spiritual home, Cafe Bliss, we shall be running
several fun and informative workshops and children’s Wordplay events, we are really pleased to have TV and
Radio’s Natalie Haynes, with us, we are holding our annual, keenly awaited and contested quiz nite at
Titania, the second Saturday night brings THREE fine London based performers; Keleigh Wolf, 
‘Mighty’ Math Jones and Rob Coles - then it’s on to the grand finale and it’s TWO amazing slam finals,
plus drawing the winning tickets for THE BIG FAT RAFFLE! We shall also of course be appointing our
seventh Poet Laureate at our grand launch event at the Worcester Racecourse - and just who on earth will be
able to follow Suz Winspear as the newest Worcestershire Poet Laureate?

We are always indebted to all our wonderful supporters, corporate sponsors, friends, and the Worcestershire
County Council’s arts office without whom the festival could not happen. We also run many ‘fringe’ events
throughout the year not just during the festival, and the Worcestershire LitFest & Fringe committee works
tirelessly on these. We truly hope you enjoy the feast of events we have on offer for you.

Martin Driscoll, Ruth Inglis and Polly Stretton

Directors and committee members of The Worcestershire Literary Festival & Fringe

Please join our mailing list, sign up as a friend of the festival and send your comments and feedback to
Charley Barnes: secretary@worcslitfest.co.uk

Reflections on being 
The Worcestershire Poet Laureate
By Suz Winspear · Worcestershire Poet Laureate 2016/17
My year as The Worcestershire Poet Laureate has been both exciting and exhausting
- a lot of work, but with great rewards. My aim was to celebrate the county’s living
creative culture, and to bring poets together with other types of artists. I have written
poetry for art exhibitions, performed at music events, done regular radio broadcasts,
done film work, linked up with the Creative Group at St Paul’s Hostel, and
performed poetry and spoken word to audiences who might not have thought that
poetry was for them. I organised the event to celebrate National Poetry Day in
October, an enjoyable and convivial evening. The main event of my Laureateship
involved LitFest & Fringe and Dancefest collaborating in the Poetry Ballroom,
combining poetry and dance in an event unlike any that the Worcestershire spoken
word scene has ever encountered before. That evening was everything that I had
hoped for - showcasing living culture in a new and unusual way, and bringing together different art-forms to
inspire one another. 
Without the Laureateship and the help and knowhow of the LitFest committee, this would not have been possible.
I feel that I have met the challenges I set myself and reaped huge rewards, so now the time has come to pass the
experience on. 

And my message to the next Worcestershire Poet Laureate?
Enjoy your year!
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Festival ‘partner venue’ events
Cider with Rosie
The Swan Theatre · The Moors
Worcester WR1 3ED
Tue 6th until Sat 10th June
19:30 · Saturday Matinee at 14:00
Tickets: £16 (concessions £15, 
students £10, Saturday Matinee £10)
Poet and author Laurie Lee was born in 1914 and grew 
up in the small Cotswold village of Slad during a time of 
change, when the rural traditions of past centuries were 
being swept aside in the path of twentieth-century 
progress. His autobiography Cider with Rosie has 
become a modern classic and now James Roose-Evans 
has skilfully and imaginatively adapted it for the stage.
Starring Jonathan Darby as Laurie Lee and Liz Grand as 
Mother, with music by one of the most accomplished 
folk musicians this country has ever produced, John 
Kirkpatrick, Worcester Rep in partnership with the 
University of Worcester, and supported by The 
Worcestershire Literary Festival & Fringe, will stage this 
funny, touching, achingly nostalgic story of a passing 
rural age seen through the eyes of a young boy growing up.
Starring: Jonathan Darby · Liz Grand · Marilyn Birks · Gabrielle Bullock and The Young
Worcestershire Poet Laureate, Oakley Flanagan
Tickets available from Worcester Live Box Office (call 01905 611 427) and can also be purchased
online by visiting: worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2017
Or: worcesterlive.co.uk

Jam Tarts and Marmalade Sandwiches!
Tudor House Museum
Friar Street
Worcester WR1 2NA

Sat 27th May until Sat 17th June
10:00 until 16:00
Join Tudor House in celebrating our favourite literary heroes 
and their favourite foods! Follow the trail to find Alice and her 
tea party, Winnie the Pooh’s honey, Paddington’s marmalade 
sandwiches and more. Nominate your favourite literary food 
for a chance to win a cream tea for two at the Tudor House!
Free entry to the museum. 
Open Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays.
For further information visit: www.tudorhouse.org.uk
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FRIDAY 9th June

The Launch Of The Festival - Worcestershire Poet Laureate Competition 
And Young Writer’s Awards  ·  Venue: The Racecourse · Grand Stand
Road Worcester WR1 3EJ · Doors open at 18:30 for a 19:30 start

Join us with MC Matt ‘Man’ Windle ‘The Poet with Punch’ for the launch of the
Festival and watch the finalists go head to head as they compete for the title of The
Worcestershire Poet Laureate 2017/18.
The judges are: the current Worcestershire Poet Laureate Suz Winspear, the County
Arts Officer Steve Wilson, the current Worcestershire Young Poet 
Laureate Oakley Flanagan, the LitFest competitions organiser, 

Polly Stretton and the LitFest Secretary Charley Barnes. To open the event, 
we will present the prizes for the Young Writer’s competition and the winners 
of the Flash Fiction competition will be announced. Tickets available from 
Worcester Live Box Office and can be purchased online by visiting: 
worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2017

Theo Theobald
Worcestershire Poet 
Laureate 2011/12

Maggie Doyle
Worcestershire Poet 
Laureate 2012/13

Tim Cranmore
Worcestershire Poet 
Laureate 2013/14

Fergus McGonigal
Worcestershire Poet 
Laureate 2014/15

Heather Wastie
Worcestershire Poet 
Laureate 2015/16

Suz Winspear
Worcestershire Poet 
Laureate 2016/17

It could be YOU!
Worcestershire Poet 
Laureate 2017/18

The Young Writers’ competition is kindly sponsored by Titania.com 

and organised in partnership with The Rotary Club of Worcester Severn.

7?
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SATURDAY 10th June

‘A Night At The Museum III’
Featuring the Museum’s Poet-in-Residence SUZ WINSPEAR and friends,
including Matt ‘Man’ Windle, the former Worcestershire Young Poet Laureate
Chloe Clarke, AND The NEW Worcestershire Poet Laureate 2017

The Museum of Royal Worcester · Severn Street · Worcester WR1 2ND
Saturday 10 June · 19:00 for a 19:30 start
Refreshments available
A spoken word event with local authors and poets including the Museum’s
Poet-in-Residence and, Worcestershire Poet Laureate 2016, Suz Winspear...
Working closely in partnership again with The Worcestershire Literary Festival & Fringe,
the Museum will tonight proudly present a programme of poetry and spoken word
including performance pieces specially composed to celebrate the Royal Worcester
heritage AND, its future... You simply MUST attend for this wonderful occasion! 
And Suz’s pamphlet The Aniseed Elite is soon to be published, watch this space...
Matt ‘Man’ Windle Poet by day and professional boxer by night, Matt, who is the
current Birmingham Poet Laureate and was also the Young Poet Laureate for 2007/8, is
known as the ‘Poet with Punch.’ By day, he works in schools, prisons, care homes and
various other establishments with the intention of inspiring people of all ages through
poetry and lyric writing. He delivers sessions known as ‘Poetry with Punch’ which
combines the two opposing outlets of poetry and boxercise in order to break stereotypes
and to give people a voice through written and physical expression.
Chloe Clarke is a spoken word poet and was the Worcestershire Young Poet Laureate
during 2014/15 and she was shortlisted in the 13 in 13 campaign, we welcome her back
warmly after a lovely and assured performance last year.

Tickets available from Worcester Live Box Office and can be purchased online 
by visiting: www.museumofroyalworcester.org
or: worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2017
Or at the door on the evening of the performance.

Royal Worcester’ and the c51
crown device are registered by
and used under kind permission
from Portmeirion Group UK Ltd
to whom all rights are reserved.

Workshop, talk and book signing with ‘The Natural Mumma’
Holly Daffurn
The St John’s Library · Glebe Close · St John’s Worcester WR2 5AX
Saturday 10 June · 14:00-16:00
Holly Daffurn’s first book The Natural Baby was published in February 2017
through Green Books. She was recently accepted as a writer on the Washington
Post’s talent network and also writes a regular column for The Green Parent
Magazine. Holly has written for numerous international publications including DIVA,
Natural Health, The Ecologist and Bitch. Holly’s award-winning travel writing for
Globalgrasshopper Magazine has taken her around the world from Singapore 
to Sweden. You can find out more about her work here: www.hollydaffurn.com
For resources and information surrounding her books including the bookstore visit: www.naturalmumma.com

Tickets available from Worcester Live Box Office and can be purchased online by visiting:
worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2017
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SUNDAY 11th June
‘Mad, Bad and Dangerous to know’...
Amanda Bonnick and Polly Stretton’s Writers Workshop
The St John’s Library · Glebe Close · St John’s Worcester WR2 5AX
Sunday 11 June · 14:00-16:00
The workshop is an extended exercise in, and exploration of,
empathy for unsympathetic characters. An interactive session
with time to write following discussions on characteristics
that the reader will recognise, moral dilemmas that are
believable, and character actions that are based on a
consistent and complex character - looking at factual and
fictional characters to inspire.  

Amanda and Polly are well known to the LitFest audiences as
performers on the Worcestershire scene. They have delivered
two workshops on poetry/prose at previous LitFest festivals.

Tickets available from Worcester Live Box Office and can be purchased online by visiting:
worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2017

Sutcliffe & Co Insurance Brokers
Commercial · Professional & Personal Insurance

Proud supporters of The Worcs LitFest & Fringe

01905 21681

enquiries@sutcliffeinsurance.co.uk

www.sutcliffeinsurance.co.uk

2 Foundry Street · Worcester WR1 2BJ
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SUNDAY 11th June  continued

Buy tickets via the Worcester Live Box Office on 01905 611427 
or use the PayPal facility on the LitFest website:

please be sure to bring your payment receipt along on the day, it’s your entry ticket!
This programme of events is correct at time of going to press. Events as listed are confirmed but may be liable to

change or cancellation, please keep up to date by visiting our website:
www.worcslitfest.co.uk

30-40-60: 
Kathy Gee, Nina Lewis and Claire Walker
19:00 for a 19.30 start 
The Hive · Sawmill Walk · The Butts · Worcester 
WR1 3PB

30-40-60 is a combined reading on womanhood,
sharing fun and fury - winning and losing, past,
present and future.

Poems from Book of Bones by Kathy Gee, 
Fragile Houses by Nina Lewis
and The Girl Who Grew Into a Crocodile by 
Claire Walker form the basis of this wonderful
multimedia show in The Hive’s studio space.

There will be an open mic beforehand, 
please contact: 304060@mail.com
for a pre-booked slot.

Tickets also available from Worcester Live Box Office and 
can be purchased online by visiting:
worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2017

Supporting Headway Worcestershire and its Wellbeing Centre and we look forward to
working with them in Wordplay workshops in the summer...
Headways Worcestershire Trust Limited
The Mill | Gregory’s Mill Street | Barbourne
Worcester | WR3 8BA
Tel: 01905 729729
enquiries@hwtl.org.uk | fundraising@hwtl.org.uk
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MONDAY 12th June
Worcester Writers’ Circle And Friends Present: 
‘SHORT STORIES, SKETCHES and SCURRILOUS
SCRIBINGS’  - Compered by Alan (Big Owl) Durham
Café Bliss · 21 Sansome Street
Worcester WR1 1UH
Monday 12 June · 19:00 for a 19:30 start

Members of Worcester Writers’ Circle are proud to showcase
just some of their work. You can expect short stories, poetry,
sketches and comedy plus an opportunity to hear the current Chair of the Circle, 
Rod Griffiths discussing its activities.
The Worcester Writers’ Circle was founded in 1941 and has run continuously since then.
Whilst we obviously regret that none of the original founding membership are still with
us, (well, we don’t think they are!), we are delighted that the current membership is
multi talented, vibrant, innovative, welcoming and friendly. Our membership includes
novice and developing writers as well as published authors and playwrights.
Come along and find out what we do, meet some of our members and sit back and
enjoy a relaxed evening of words and laughter.

Tickets available from Worcester Live Box Office and can be purchased online by visiting: 
www.worcslitfest.co.uk/2017-programme-tickets

Buy tickets via the Worcester Live Box Office on 01905 611427 
or use the PayPal facility on the LitFest website:

please be sure to bring your payment receipt along on the day, it’s your entry ticket!
This programme of events is correct at time of going to press. Events as listed are confirmed but may be liable to

change or cancellation, please keep up to date by visiting our website:
www.worcslitfest.co.uk

A FIVER WILL GET YOU IN!
EVERY TICKET JUST £5 FOR EACH EVENT*
AND CHILDREN GO FREE!**
When you pay via PayPal your receipt is your ticket - please bring a copy 
along to the event. 
Alternatively, you may purchase tickets from Worcester Live Box Office, 
Huntingdon Hall, CrownGate, Worcester WR1 3LD Tel: 01905 611427. 

*Unless otherwise stated at a festival event.  ** Except for workshop events.
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TUESDAY 13th June
‘The Murderer’ - Performed by Clown Funeral
Tuesday 13 June 
19:30 for a 20:00 start 
The Hive · Sawmill Walk · The Butts · Worcester WR1 3PB 
Tickets: £8/£6 concessions
“I have a murderer in my house. 
It’s all perfectly fine.”
A moving, thoughtful and funny piece of theatre
based on the poem of the same name by Luke
Kennard is being performed at The Hive on
Tuesday 13th June by Clown Funeral, Produced
and performed by Christina Owen and directed
by Sam George. 
Using an electrifying style that blends surreal
humour, physical theatre and original music,
Clown Funeral vividly bring the bizarre world of
the poem to life. With a rolling cast portraying
the characters of the Carer, the Murderer and
Everyone Else, this unconventional three-hander
poses difficult questions about morality,
preconceptions and care in a uniquely offbeat
voice.  
It is showing as part of The Worcestershire
Literary Festival & Fringe’s main ten day festival.

The Murderer, ★★★★
'A cleverly conceived show, with an impressive
execution' (Reviews Hub)

Tickets available from Worcester Live Box 
Office and can be purchased online by
visiting:
worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2017

Buy tickets via the Worcester Live Box Office on 01905 611427 
or use the PayPal facility on the LitFest website:

please be sure to bring your payment receipt along on the day, it’s your entry ticket!
This programme of events is correct at time of going to press. Events as listed are confirmed but may be liable 

to change or cancellation, please keep up to date by visiting our website:
www.worcslitfest.co.uk
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WEDNESDAY 14th June

The Swan at Whittington is proud to support the award
winning Worcestershire LitFest in its seventh year and we offer 
our best wishes for a successful programme of events in 2017.

Old Road ·Whittington ·Worcester WR5 2RL
T: 01905 769 848 · E: info@swanatwhittington.com
www.swanatwhittington.com
A pub with food!

The 42 Festival Special!
Drummonds Bar · The Swan With Two Nicks 
28 New Street · Worcester WR1 2DP
Wednesday 14 June · 19:00 for a 19:30 start

The 42 Festival Special might well see writers and poets performing
their work on historically gothic, dark and sci-fi inspired themes, or
maybe not, come along and find out...

Tickets available from Worcester Live Box Office and can be purchased
online by visiting: worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2017

The one definite thing we can say is that the
mighty duo who are The Antipoet, (Paul Eccentric
and Ian Newman), will be our featured performers
again on the evening!
Enormously successful over the past seven years,
they now run their own nights in both London
and the Home Counties. They have tirelessly
toured the poetry, comedy and music circuits, and
have appeared at countless festivals including,
Glastonbury, Edinburgh, Brighton, Ledbury, and
many others. They have also performed at
magazine launches, Christmas light switch-ons,
street parties, several libraries and schools, 
a shop window, the back of a lorry, on various
boats, in the minstrel gallery of the Liverpool Town
Hall and at Silverstone for the Grand Prix. If you
fancy being part of the crazy, come and join us at
the 42 Festival Special for a little madness and a
lot of exuberance. A beat poetry duo that cover all
subjects, taboo or otherwise, from thought
provoking, through satirical, political and laugh
out loud funny. 
Disappointment guaranteed!!
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THURSDAY 15th June
The SpeakEasy Festival Special!

Café Bliss · 21 Sansome Street · Worcester WR1 1UH
Thursday 15 June · 19:00 for a 19:30 start · Tickets £3
For this year’s SpeakEasy Festival Special the LitFest & Fringe team are delighted to welcome 

Pete the Temp who will be delivering a 20-minute performance packed with punchy poetry! 

Pete (The Temp) Bearder is a poet, educator and musician. His work has been featured on
BBC television and radio. In 2009 he became the UK National Poetry Slam Champion. 

In 2015 he did a TED talk in London about his work as a spoken word educator. Pete has 

toured in 13 countries in Europe as a poet and a street performer.

www.petethetemp.co.uk

@PeteTheTemp

@Facebook

Ted X Brixton, ‘Why every school should have a spoken word educator’

Our compere for the evening is the wonderful Siren Secretary of Fest, Charley Barnes and she will be delivering unto us a talent

heavy line-up of old and new faces alike INCLUDING the newly crowned Worcestershire Poet Laureate (2017/18) who will be

taking to the stage following their competition win at the launch.

Each month SpeakEasy delivers a fresh and friendly atmosphere and, for this festival special, 

you can expect that and more as the team pull out the stops to bring you the best poetry and

spoken word performers that the county has to offer!

Here’s your chance to perform your short stories, poems, prose, or music. If you want to try 

out your work in a performance arena then this evening is for you! Please email Charley at: 

secretary@worcslitfest.co.uk for either a six or three minute spot or arrive early to claim a 

two minute open mic spot on the night.

Tickets available on the door on the evening or from the Worcester Live Box Office and can be

purchased online by visiting: 

worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2017

Would YOU like an ad, logo, brochure, magazine, website, corporate
identity or book created by the overworked but under employed 
scribbler who does all the colouring-in for the mighty LitFest?
Design, artwork and printing all at popular prices, (well I like them!).
If so then please feel free to call, email, talk, send a carrier pigeon etc, 
(See, all manner of cutting edge communications catered for)...
T: 07833 391 347 · E: martindriscoll@yahoo.com

Supported by



The LitFest & Fringe Programme 2017 Page 13

FRIDAY 16th June
Natalie Haynes needs to talk about ‘The Children of Jocasta’
The Hive · Sawmill Walk · The Butts · Worcester WR1 3PB
Friday 16 June · 19:00 for a 19:30 start
Star of the BBC Radio 4 series, Natalie Haynes Stands Up
for the Classics, Natalie brings her unique combination 
of ancient history and stand-up comedy to theatres and
festivals in 2017. Natalie spent 12 years as a comedian,
before returning to her first love with her book, 
The Ancient Guide to Modern Life. To coincide with her
latest novel, The Children of Jocasta, she will take
audiences on a tour through the earliest Greek Tragedies
and Comedies, from the first performance by Thespis to
the raucous sex-strike of Aristophanes’ Lysistrata, via the great tragedies 
of Aeschylus, Sophocles and Euripides. The focus of the show is, in part,
decided by the audience, who are invited to choose what they would like to
hear more about: comedy, tragedy, the historical period which gave rise to
these timeless plays or, if they prefer, a bit of everything. 
Ancient history has never been so much fun!

Tickets available from Worcester Live Box Office and can be purchased online by visiting:
worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2017

The Great LitFest Quiz & Pizza Night IN!
Titania · Security House · Barbourne Road · Worcester WR1 1RU
Friday 16 June · 18.30 for a 19:00 start and ends at approx 21.30
Tickets: £10 per person (price includes refreshments)
Back by popular demand, the Worcestershire LitFest & Fringe presents
a mind bending general knowledge quiz with a literary edge!
This laid back event includes pizza and refreshments in the £10 ticket price and
is one not to be missed. Always popular this event, please book early...
Questions on current affairs, sport, music, TV & Film (and of course literature)
means that this quiz has something for everyone, perfect for those in-quiz-ative
folks keen to share pointless trivia!
Maximum team sizes of 4-5 and feel free to bring your own refreshments. 
Free parking is available on site.

Tickets available from Worcester Live Box Office and can be purchased 

online by visiting: worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2017

Event sponsors and hosts:
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LONDON PRIDE - Keleigh Wolf · Math Jones and Robert Cole
Worcester Arts Workshop · 21 Sansome Street · Worcester WR1 1UH
Saturday 17 June · 19:00 for a 19:30 start
Keleigh Wolf is an American poet who regularly performs in London’s West End,
with the London Poetry Brothel, an activist and a Marxist journalist. 
Her work is an act of auto-cannibalism and catharsis, using witchy wordplay, gravity-defying
gravitas, and pure absurdity - all housed in the lithe frame of her alternate universe. Her first
two collections, ‘The Thanksgiving Room,’ and ‘Bacchus’ Bachelorette’ will be
followed with this year’s publication of ‘Spilling Myself Dry.’
Math Jones is from south London, a Lambeth boy. He's spent 10 years living, working, and
writing in Worcester. He's performed his poetry from Brixton to Glasgow, throughout London
and the Midlands, including a month's residency at The Castle, Aldgate, with Once Upon a
Mic, and appearances with Keleigh at The Poetry Brothel. He runs the Math Jones Poetry
Repertory: at least four hour-long poetry programmes - Mermaids, Mythologies, Magicks and
The Knotsman. He has a CD published: ‘Eaglespit,’ a collection of Heathen verse. He has
‘The Knotsman’ in preparation as a collection, a CD and as a stage show. And he has a
collection of poetry in preparation with Worcestershire’s Black Pear Press, to be titled
‘Sabrina Bridge.’
Robert Cole was born at Redhill General Hospital just in
time to see England win the 1966 World Cup. He grew up
with six brothers and sisters in a house beside the main
London to Brighton road. Home was pretty suburban but
backed on deciduous woods and open farmland. He went 
to Reigate Grammar School, read English Language and
Literature at the University of Hull and took a diploma in
Newspaper Journalism at The City University, London, in
1989. He’s worked for nearly thirty years as a financial 
journalist at The Independent, The London Evening Standard, 
The Times and Reuters. Rob writes poetry you will understand. 
His subjects are generallly about love, loss, self-examination, 
nature and observation.
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SATURDAY 17th June
WordPlay - a fun children’s workshop led by Charley & Claire
Droitwich Spa Library · Victoria Square · Droitwich · Worcestershire 
WR9 8DQ · Saturday 17 June · 10:30 until 12.30
The WordPlay Writers workshop is for ages 7-12 and, rather than limiting students to poetry or prose, this will
be an opportunity for children to explore which writing style suits them best! We will be working to the theme
of ‘Voices’ to complement this year’s Worcestershire Poet Laureate competition.
Charley Barnes is currently studying for her Doctorate degree in Creative Writing and English Literature. 
She was runner up in the 2016/17 Worcestershire Poet Laureate competition and was also the 2016 winner of
the Worcestershire Poetry Slam competition. Her debut short story collection, The Women You Were Warned
About, is published by Black Pear Press. Charley is an experienced workshop leader and she has had the
pleasure of working with primary through to university age groups.
Claire Walker’s poetry has been published in magazines and on websites including The Interpreter's House,
Prole, Ink Sweat and Tears, And Other Poems, and Clear Poetry, and in anthologies such as The Chronicles of
Eve (Paper Swans Press). Her first pamphlet, The Girl Who Grew Into a Crocodile, is published by V. Press. 
She is a Poetry Reader for Three Drops Press seasonal anthologies, and Co-Editor of Atrium poetry webzine.
Tickets available from Worcester Live Box Office and can be purchased online by visiting: worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2016

Math Jones

Keleigh Wolf

Robert Cole

Tickets available from Worcester Live Box 
Office and can be purchased online by visiting: 
worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2017
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LitFest ‘Double Whammy Slammy’ AND the end of Fest party
PLUS The BIG FAT RAFFLE Draw!
Drummonds Bar · The Swan With Two Nicks 
28 New Street · Worcester WR1 2DP
Sunday 18 June  Flash Fiction Slam: 18:00
Poetry Slam: 19:30 Hosted by Matt Windle ‘The Poet With Punch’
Come, watch and vote for flash fiction aficionados who will perform their short, short stories. Last year’s winner Alan
Durham may be competing again alongside the previous winners! You could be the next Worcestershire Flash Fiction 
Slam Champion. To take part in the flash fiction slam write your flash fiction (a short, short story, up to 300 words), or rather,
write three, one for each round should you get through, and turn up on the night to read. 
The audience will be your judge!
And then... The Grand Finale! Come, watch and vote for competing poets in the final event of the 2017. 
The legendary Poetry Slam Championship. Participants will vie for the chance to become the seventh Worcestershire Poetry
Slam Champion. Previous champions have been: Fergus McGonigal, James Dolton, Alison Absolute, 
Brenda Read-Brown, Peter Wyton and, last year, Charley Barnes... To take part in the poetry slam 
just be there on the night with three poems that take no longer to read than two minutes per poem.

Tickets available from Worcester Live Box Office and can be purchased 
online by visiting: worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2017

This is the end ofFestival Party,so let’scelebrate!

SUNDAY 18th June

Meet the mighty (fine) LitFest committed committee...
Martin Driscoll · Director
A self unemployed graphic
designer and chief colouring-in
man for the LitFest & Fringe and
several diverse local charitable
organisations. Often seen at the
back of events (thankfully), he says he is the swan’s
legs of LitFest, though nothing like as shapely!

Ruth Inglis
Director/committee chair
Ruth has been involved with the
Festival since it’s inception. She
previously helped to co-ordinate
the Huddersfield Literary Festival 
and has a 1st Class Honours Degree in English
Literature and Creative Writing. Ruth spends her
spare time (!) going to literary
and music festivals and events
all around the country.

Polly Stretton · Director and
competitions co-ordinator
A member of Worcester Writers’ Circle - Polly is also
the organiser of the alternative genre event 42
Worcester and is a Croome Poet. Her first collection
of poetry, Girl’s Got Rhythm was reprinted by Black

Pear Press in 2016.

Charley Barnes
Secretary/social media maven
Charley is currently working

towards gaining her Doctorate degree in Creative
Writing and English Literature. Charley is now in the
late stages of completing her first full length novel,
and her debut short story collection, The Women You
Were Warned About, will be published by Black Pear
Press this year. 

Dr Mark Robbins
Ex Officio Director
A previous chair of LitFest. When
not an art student or restoring
meadows in the county, Mark reads avidly and is
especially fond of Japanese detective stories such as
those by Soji Shimada. A poor poet (he says), do not
allow him to recite any of his material within hearing
distance of those with a sensitive temperament.

Jennifer Bogan
Committee member
Jenny is a long standing LitFest
volunteer. She tirelessly promotes
the annual Big Fat Raffle where goodies and events
are generously donated by local businesses - thanks
- both large and independent. Jenny believes that
poetry and spoken word events
are the antidote to solitary
texting, (she tweeted that in!).

Kieran Davis
Committee member
Kieran Davis is a prize-winning, widely published
poet. As bold as he is bald, Kieran is also a keen

advocate for writers in all fields (and pubs). 
A dedicated husband and father of four, with an
unbending commitment to
Worcester’s literary
community.

Alan Durham
Committee member
The youngest and oldest members of the Durham
clan having a literary moment. Alan and his
grandson Ryan are pictured reading ‘Oi Frog (you
sit on a log’). Alan is keen on promoting literature
within the community. 
He is also a member of The
Worcester Writers’ Circle.

Rod Griffiths
Committee member
Rod Griffiths retired from medicine in 2007 with a
pension that allows him to fritter his time away
pretending to be a writer. A former winner of the
Flash Fiction Slam. Rod is also currently the Chair
of The Worcester Writers’ Circle.

Tim Stavert
Committee member
Tim is ABSOLUTELY our rock,
always making himself
available to help man the door, rattle the raffle
bucket, heave benches, chairs and tables, AND
ever ready to perform his lovely wistful, funny and
insightful work, our always stalwart Stavert!
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Thanks go out as ever to our wonderful patrons, sponsors, advertisers, venues and good friends of LitFest

Councillor Matthew Jenkins
And to all our Big Fat Raffle

donors of course... 
THANK YOU ALL!

A PRE FESTIVAL ‘Fringe’ Event
Your invitation to attend an intimate ‘Poetry Salon’ Event! 
At The Old Rectifying House · North Parade · Worcester WR1 3NN
Thursday 25 May
Doors open at 19.00, the Poetry Salon itself will run from 19.30 - 20.30
with an open mic event happening alongside this in the upper room. 
Tickets £3
On May 25th the Worcestershire LitFest and Fringe team will be
returning to The Old Rectifying House, Worcester, for the second year
running to bring you our famous/infamous Poetry Salon. An evening 
of intimate performances, the Salon set-up will see six poets from the
local area - who will be announced in the coming weeks - providing
one-to-one poetry readings for audience members. As an attendee of the Salon, you will have 15 minutes
in the room itself during which time you can visit up to three poets, spending 5 minutes with each of
them - during that time you can sit, talk, pick a poem, and enjoy this unique experience of being read to,
privately, by a host of friendly and talented artists. 
Alongside the Salon itself there will also be an open mic event taking place too! We are, of course, on the
look-out for performers and so if you would like to book a 5 minute slot for yourself at the open mic event
then you can email Charley Barnes at: secretary@worcslitfest.co.uk to book your place for this. 
Whether you are performing, or whether you are coming along to listen, this promises to be a unique and
talent-packed evening of poetry like no other, and it’s well worth coming along!
Salon doors will open at 7.00pm with a view to start performances at 7.30pm. 

Tickets can be purchased online by visiting: worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2017
Or on the door on the night.
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A FREE POST FESTIVAL Event!
Why not join us for a post Festival summer’s evening
Midsummer Poetry & Prose Walk?
Starting at the Worcester Bridge entrance of Cripplegate Park at 19.00
Wednesday 21 June · A fabulous FREE ‘Fringe’ event!

If you’d like to read a 3-5 minute poem or piece of prose - your own or 
a favourite piece by someone else - please contact Polly Stretton at:  
pollystretton@gmail.com
Otherwise just turn up at 7pm for a gentle and entertaining FREE  
walk down by the river. Dogs welcome. Cripplegate Park 

gates entrance


