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Programme & Tickets 2016 
A FIVER WILL GET YOU IN! 

EVERY TICKET £5 FOR EACH EVENT except where 
otherwise stated. 

CHILDREN GO FREE! 

When you pay via PayPal your receipt is your ticket – please bring a copy along to the event. 

Alternatively, you may purchase tickets from Worcester Live Box Office, Huntingdon 
Hall, CrownGate, Worcester WR1 3LD Tel: 01905 611427. 

Tickets for events at Number 8 available at Number 8. 

Ticketing details are shown for each separate event. 

To avoid disappointment, we recommend you take advantage of pre-booking your place, 
however, there should also be tickets available for events ‘on the door’ depending on advance 
sales. 

BIG FAT RAFFLE TICKETS AVAILABLE AT EVERY EVENT! 
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The Launch Of The Festival – Poet Laureate Competition 
And Young Writers’ Awards 

The Racecourse, Grand Stand Road, Worcester WR1 3EJ 
Friday 10 June – 18:30 for a 19:30 start 

Join us with MC Matt Windle 'The Poet with Punch' for the launch of the Festival and watch the 
finalists go head to head as they compete for the title of Worcestershire Poet Laureate 2016.  

Poet by day and professional boxer by night, Matt ‘Man’ Windle – Birmingham's Young Poet 
Laureate for 2007/8 – is known as 'The Poet with Punch.’  By day, Matt works in schools, 
prisons, PRU’s, care homes and various other establishments with the intention of inspiring 
people of all ages through poetry and lyric writing. 
He delivers sessions known as ‘Poetry with Punch’ which combines the two opposing outlets of 
poetry and boxercise in order to break stereotypes and to give people a voice through written and 
physical expression whilst by night, training at Henrietta Street gym for upcoming professional 
fights. 

  
Your host: Matt Windle––Poet With Punch 

Judges include: current Worcestershire Poet Laureate Heather Wastie, County Arts Officer Steve 
Wilson, Young Poet Laureate Ellie Courtman and the Secretary of LitFest. 

At the start of the event we will present the prizes for the Young Writer competition and the 
winners of the Flash Fiction competition will be announced. 

Tickets available from Worcester Live Box Office and can be purchased online by visiting 
worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2016 
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Story Jams  

Number 8, High Street, Pershore, Worcestershire WR10 1BG 
Saturday 11 June 14:30-16:00 – The Workshop 
16:30-18:00 – Live Story Jams 

 

For 8+ year olds, a fun interactive workshop where you will find a true and engaging story to tell 
and learn how to stand up and tell it to a small friendly audience. 

Space for up to 15 (approx 3 families) to enjoy a workshop together – up to 5 people from the 
workshop will perform their piece in the live Story Jams event. The general public are  invited to 
enjoy the fruits of the storytelling. 

Tickets: Workshop + Live Story Jams £15 (2 adults + 2 children) or £5 each 

Tickets to watch and support friends and family at the Live Story Jams event: £3 each. All tickets 
for this event available from Number 8. 
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A Night At The Museum II 

 

The Museum of Royal Worcester, Severn Street, Worcester WR1 2ND 
Saturday 11 June – 19:00 for a 19:30 start 

A spoken word event with local authors and poets and the announcement of the new Poet-In-
Residence for The Museum Of Royal Worcester. 

Matt 'Man' Windle – poet by day, boxer by night 'The Poet With Punch'. Matt, Birmingham's 
Young Poet Laureate 2007/8 works in schools, prisons, PRU's, care homes and other 
establishments inspiring people of all ages through poetry and lyric writing. He combines poetry 
and boxercise to break stereotypes and give people a voice through written and physical 
expression. 

Plus: young poets, the winner and finalists from the Young Poet Laureate competition 2016, and, 
last years Young Poet Laureate, Chloe Clarke. 

Tickets available from Worcester Live Box Office and can be purchased online by visiting 
www.museumofroyalworcester.org or worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2016 

Refreshments will be served. 

'Royal Worcester' and the C51 crown device are registered by and used under kind permission 
from Portmeirion Group UK Ltd to whom all rights are reserved 
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Authors Of A Certain Era 

St John’s Library, Glebe Close, St John’s, Worcester WR2 5AX 
Sunday 12 June 14:00-16:00 

Four novelists share their experience of getting a novel published when no longer in the first 
flush of youth – it’s never too late! 

 
Barbara Lorna Hudson   Elizabeth Mapstone     Pam Nixon    Heather Rosser 

Barbara Lorna Hudson is a farmer’s daughter from Cornwall, Barbara studied Russian and 
German at Newnham College, Cambridge, and trained in social work at the Universities of 
Chicago and Newcastle. She started out as a psychiatric social worker and ended up as a Social 
Studies don. Now retired, she is an Emeritus Fellow of Green Templeton College, Oxford. She 
has reinvented herself as a fiction writer and has published over 20 short stories and a novel, 
Timed Out. Another novel, Makeover, is in press. 

Elizabeth Mapstone is a veteran of numerous occupations at home and abroad, including news 
reporter, radio interviewer and teacher. A new mid-life career began with a doctorate from 
Oxford, and she became Founding Editor of The Psychologist; then a psychotherapist, and 
published two books with Random House: War of Words, on the psychology of arguing; and a 
self-help book that really works, Stop Dreaming, Start Living. Now retired, she is writing fiction, has 
published several short stories as well as a mystery novel The Amazon’s Girdle, and won the Luigi 
Bonomi prize for the best opening pages to a novel (soon to appear as The Porcupine’s Dilemma). 

Pam Nixon grew up in Lincolnshire and spent part of her schooldays in Lincoln, the setting for 
her first novel, But I’ll Remember This. After taking a degree in English from St Hilda’s College, 
Oxford and, later, an MA in Modern English Literature from the University of Reading she 
taught English in various establishments, some stranger than others, wrote poetry and brought 
up four children but only came to novel writing in retirement. She is, at present, writing a second 
novel, some of which is set in Cyprus where she and her husband lived for four years during the 
1960s. 

Heather Rosser began her writing career when she took time out from teaching English in NE 
Nigeria to write about local childrearing customs. She has written social studies textbooks for 
African schools and was a stringer for the Botswana Guardian as well as writing articles for 
British magazines. Her novel, In the Line of Duty, was shortlisted for the RNA Joan Hessayon 
debut novel award. Set in London and North Wales, the story is based on her grandfather’s 
experiences as a seaplane pilot in the First World War. She is currently working on a memoir of 
her time in Nigeria. 
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Tickets available from Worcester Live Box Office and can be purchased online by visiting 
worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2016 

 

Faster, Higher, Stronger - The Drama of Sport Quiz 

Security House, Barbourne Rd, Worcester WR1 1RU 
Sunday 12 June 19:00 for a 19:30 start 

 
Chris Green and Teresa Green 

The welcome return of Chris Green and his quizzical extravaganza! This event was so popular 
last year we had to turn people away! Book early to be sure of a place for your team. 

Award-winning author and broadcaster Chris Green accompanies his wife and business partner 
Teresa – one of the first women sports editors in the UK. Teresa’s roles have included sports 
editor at the Bromsgrove Advertiser, assistant editor at the Kidderminster Shuttle and sports 
reporter/sub editor at the Sunday Mercury. Chris is the author of five highly acclaimed sports 
books, including Every Boy’s Dream – England’s Football Future on the Line, which was nominated for 
the 2010 British Sports Book of the Year. 

Refreshments will be served. 

Tickets available from Worcester Live Box Office and can be purchased online by visiting 
worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2016 
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Worcester Writers’ Circle And Friends Present: ‘Rubber Swordplay’ 

St Swithun’s Institute, The Trinity, Worcester WR1 2PN 

Monday 13 June – 19:00 for a 19:30 start 

 

The gifted and ‘ever so ‘umble they be’ members of Worcester Writers’ Circle and Friends 
present a selection of their humorous stories and poems in an evening that will be more fun than 
an EU referendum debate. Who will be this year’s winner of the coveted Rubber Sword? This 
prestigious literary prize is currently being forged by the dwarves of Poundsaver and will be 
presented to the funniest performer on the night. The event will be hosted by local charlatan 
Tony Judge. 

Tickets available from Worcester Live Box Office and can be purchased online by visiting 
worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2016 
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Magnetic Diaries 

The Hive, Sawmill Walk, The Butts, Worcester WR1 3PB 
Tuesday 14 June 19:30 for a 20:00 start. 

 
Sarah James 

Emma Bailey is a modern day Madame Bovary, battling with a stifling middle-class lifestyle, 
thwarted dreams and untreatable depression. In desperation, she leaves her family behind to 
embark on a course of pioneering brain therapy, documenting her journey through raw, beautiful 
poetry. 
 
Based on Sarah James’ poetry collection, the narrative springs to life through subtle physicality 
where every environment is evoked, from train carriage to art gallery, kitchen sink to sterile clinic. 
Introspection and the powerful rhythms of poetry reveal that beauty and tenderness can exist 
even in pain. 
 
Reaction Theatre Makers are based in Malvern and have been delivering original work for 14 
years. Their last piece, ‘FishHead’ toured nationally to consistent five-star reviews. ‘Reaction’s 
work comes with much artistry’ Theatre Wales. 
 
Writer Sarah James is an award-winning poet, short fiction writer, journalist, arts editor and 
reviewer. She has four published poetry collections and was winner of the Overton Poetry Prize 
2015. The Magnetic Diaries poetry collection was highly commended in the Forward Prizes 2015. 

Tickets for this event £8.00 in advance or £10.00 on the night – advance tickets available from 
Worcester Live Box Office and can be purchased online by visiting 
worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2016 
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Ukulele Band – The U3A Ukestars 

King Charles Restaurant, New Street, Worcester WR1 2DP 
Tuesday 14 June 19:00 for a 19:30 start 

 
The Ukestars 

U3A Ukestars are all members of the Worcester branch of the University of the Third Age and 
are retired or semi-retired people living in the Worcester area. They have been playing the ukulele 
together for up to 3 years, although some members only started in the last 12 months. The 
performance includes a mixture of traditional and folk songs, 1950s and ’60s pop with a 
smattering of more modern tunes. At LitFest they will be adding readings of poetry, plays and 
short stories, all on the theme of family, friendship and feelings. 

Tickets available from Worcester Live Box Office and can be purchased online by visiting 
worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2016 
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42 Worcester LitFest Special 

Drummonds Bar, The Swan With Two Nicks, 
28 New Street, Worcester WR1 2DP 
Wednesday 15 June 19:00 for a 19:30 start 

 

42 Worcester’s Festival Special will see writers and poets performing their work on the theme of 
‘Last Stop On The Worcester Night Train’ 

Tickets available from Worcester Live Box Office and can be purchased online by visiting 
worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2016 
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Weaving Yarns by Heather Wastie 

Museum Of Carpet, Stour Vale Mill, 
Green Street, Kidderminster DY10 1AZ 
Wednesday 15 June Doors open 18:00 for a 19:30 start 

 

The Worcestershire Poet Laureate 2015/16, Heather Wastie, performs poems and songs (with 
accordion) from her book Weaving Yarns, telling the stories of people who once worked in the 
carpet industry in Kidderminster. Heather will sign copies of her book, and free entry to the 
Museum is included with each ticket. Feedback from a recent performance: “Wonderful, 
inspirational…captured the spirit of the carpet industry most effectively.” “It was brilliant.” 

Tickets can be purchased in advance from The Museum of Carpet http://museumofcarpet.org, on 
the door, or from Worcester Live Box Office. Also available via PayPal
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Poetry Workshop – Women In WWI 

with Heather Wastie 

Thursday 16 June – 10:30-12:30 
Severn Room, St George’s Hall, Load St, Bewdley, DY12 2EQ 

 
Figure 1 Heather Wastie - photo by John Pugh 

To mark 100 years since the formation of the Women’s Institute, this workshop is part of an 
outreach project to create poems for a new art installation at Croome Court from November. Of 
the poems written by members of 16 different and diverse groups across Worcestershire, 100 will 
be chosen to be included in the installation, and poets are asked, if possible, to write about the 
experiences of a female relative. 
Participants are asked to do a little research in advance and bring in mementos, photographs, old 
family recipes etc about their chosen WW1 woman for inspiration. Please bring your own writing 
materials. 
Arrival is from 10:00 to chat informally with the tutor for a prompt start at 10:30. The workshop 
is hosted by Bewdley Bards and is free of charge, though a small donation on the day to cover 
hire of the room would be appreciated. 

Free to attend but advance booking required to: weavingyarns@icloud.com 
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SpeakEasy LitFest Special 

The Old Rectifying House, North Parade, Worcester WR1 3NN 
Thursday 16 June – 19:00 for a 19:30 start 

 

Here’s your chance to perform your short stories, poems, prose, or music. Try out your work in a 
performance arena. This evening is for you! Please email secretary@worcslitfest.co.uk for a six or 
three minute spot or arrive early to claim a two minute open mic spot. 

Guest compere Myfanwy Fox will be creating an audience poem with your help 
throughout the evening. Myfanwy is a regular performer with Malvern’s 
ConFab Cabaret. She has read at Ledbury, Swindon and Cheltenham Poetry 
Festivals and numerous poetry events. Her work often draws upon her 
previous life as a biologist. Her Fox Unkennelled blog is at 
https://myfanwyfox.wordpress.com 

 

 

Featured artist Angela France has had poems published in many of the leading 
journals and has been anthologised a number of times. Her publications 
include ‘Occupation’ (Ragged Raven Press, 2009), Lessons in Mallemaroking 
(Nine Arches Press, 2011) and Hide (Nine Arches Press 2013). Angela teaches 
creative writing at the University of Gloucestershire and in various community 
settings as well as working for a local charity. She runs a reading series in 
Cheltenham, ‘Buzzwords’. 

Tickets available from Worcester Live Box Office and can be purchased online by visiting 
worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2016 

 

  

Myfanwy Fox 

Angela France 



 14 

Idle Women of the Wartime Waterways 

Thursday 16th June 19:30 
Camp House Inn, Camp Lane, Grimley Village, Worcester WR2 6LX 

 
Heather Wastie and Kate Saffin 

Free outdoor performance (donations requested) 

A double bill to whisk you back to the days of WWII when a shortage of crews to keep the 
working boats going brought a new breed of boater to the canal – nicknamed the Idle Women. 
Lose yourself in Isobel’s War (Kate Saffin) and Idle Women and Judies (Heather Wastie) and hear the 
stories of those young women who took on the challenge to manage a pair of boats and 55 tons 
of cargo. 
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The Quiet Compere 

The Hive, Sawmill Walk, The Butts, Worcester WR1 3PB 
Friday 17 June 19:00 for a 19:30 start 

 

Sarah L Dixon runs regular Quiet Compere events in Chorlton, Manchester. She hosted a 
medical-themed poetry event at Cheltenham Poetry Festival in 2014. Sarah has toured The Quiet 
Compere format (ten poets x ten minutes each) nationally in 2015 and in the North of England 
in 2014. Quiet Compere events enlist great, established poets and emerging voices. The Quiet 
Compere introduces them with little fanfare so the poems (and not the poet’s track record) tell 
you all you need to know. 

Take the opportunity – catch up with Sarah and the poets at this Worcestershire LitFest Quiet 
Compere Special. 

Tickets for this event £8.00 in advance or £10.00 on the night – advance tickets available from 
Worcester Live Box Office and can be purchased online by visiting 
worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2016 
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Making A Video / Book Trailer with Sheryl Browne 

St John's Library, Glebe Close, St John's, Worcester WR2 5AX 
Saturday 18 June 14:00 

 
Sheryl Browne 

A workshop specifically for writers promoting or hoping to publish their work. Local author 
Sheryl Browne will talk about making a video / book trailer and how that might help when 
thinking about tightening a synopsis, so lots to interest writers on this Saturday afternoon event.  

Sheryl says 'I will be using the Animoto Video Maker. Writers are invited to bring along their pcs 
and participate, though this is not essential as I shall talk through the process.'  

A member of the Crime Writers’ Association, Romantic Novelists’ Association and shortlisted 
for the Best Romantic e-book Love Stories Award 2015, Sheryl has several books published and 
two short stories in Birmingham City University anthologies 

Sheryl has a new book The Rest Of My Life out with Choc Lit publishing now available in 
WHSmith Travel, LP and Audio. Sheryl's Amazon page can be seen here: Sheryl Browne 

Tickets available from Worcester Live Box Office and can be purchased online by visiting 
worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2016 
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Bewdley Hopfest Music Festival 

Hopley’s Camping Centre, Cleobury Road, Bewdley DY12 2QL 
Saturday 18 June 

 

 
Betti Moretti 

 
Heather Wastie 

Hopfest the family friendly music festival is held in Bewdley each June. 

This year the festival has been extended to include a Spoken Word stage hosted by Heather 
Wastie, Worcestershire Poet Laureate, and local poet and artist Betti Moretti. During the 
afternoon / early evening, the new stage will feature local poets, performance artists, and readings 
for children including Poetry Open Mic.  

For full details of Hopfest please visit hopfest.org.uk 
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The Antipoet 

Café Bliss, Worcester Arts Workshop, 21 Sansome St, Worcester WR1 1UH 
Saturday 18 June 19:00 for a 19:30 start 

 

The Antipoet, Paul Eccentric and Ian Newman, are together the world’s finest exponents of 
beatrantin’ rhythm ‘n views! 
Enormously successful over the past seven years, they now run their own nights in both London 
and the Home Counties. They have tirelessly toured the poetry, comedy and music circuits, and 
have appeared at countless festivals including, Glastonbury, Edinburgh, Brighton, Ledbury, and 
many others. They have also performed at magazine launches, Christmas light switch-ons, street 
parties, several libraries and schools, a shop window, the back of a lorry, on various boats, in the 
minstrel gallery of the Liverpool Town Hall and at Silverstone for the Grand Prix. If you fancy 
being part of the crazy, come and join us at this one off event for a little madness and a lot of 
exuberance. 

Tickets available from Worcester Live Box Office and can be purchased online by visiting 
worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2016 
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Children’s Workshop 

St John’s Library, Glebe Close, St John’s, Worcester WR2 5AX 
Sunday 19 June 10:00-12:00 

 
Charley Barnes 

A workshop for the children run by PhD writing student Charley Barnes. Charley teaches a 
number of Creative Writing workshops around the West Midlands, where she is an active 
member of the performance poetry scene. Charley’s experience working with youngsters will 
mean an enjoyable and productive couple of hours for children of +7 years of age. 

Tickets £5 for this children's workshop available from Worcester Live Box Office and can be 
purchased online by visiting worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2016 
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Sunday 19 June 
Drummonds Bar, The Swan With Two Nicks, 
28 New Street, Worcester WR1 2DP 

Flash Fiction Slam: 18:00 
Poetry Slam: 19:30 Hosted by Matt Windle 'The Poet With Punch' 

Come, watch and vote for flash fiction aficionados who will perform their short, short stories. 
Last year’s winner Andrew Owens may be competing again alongside the previous winner Rod 
Griffiths! You could be the third Worcestershire Flash Fiction Slam Champion. To take part in 
the flash fiction slam write your flash fiction (a short, short story, up to 300 words), or rather, 
write three, one for each round should you get through, and turn up on the night to read. The 
audience will be your judge! 

And…the grand finale! Come, watch and vote for competing poets in the final event of the 2016 
Worcestershire Literary Festival in the legendary poetry slam championship.  Participants will vie 
for the chance to become the sixth Worcestershire Poetry Slam Champion. Previous champions: 
Fergus McGonigal, James Dolton, Alison Absolute, Brenda Read-Brown, and, last year, Peter 
Wyton. 

To take part in the poetry slam just be there on the night with three poems that take no longer to 
read than two minutes per poem. 

Tickets available from Worcester Live Box Office and can be purchased online by visiting 
worcslitfest.co.uk/programme-tickets-2016 

There will be cake. 

This is the end of festival party, let’s celebrate!  

 


